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When I think of it in a certain way, it is hard to believe that Jill and I are 
about to spend our fourth summer in Texas. The time has flown, and it has been 
a good time. We have been enjoying ourselves in Texas and particularly at 
Webster Presbyterian Church. We are grateful to God for this call, and we are 
grateful to all of you for making this such a wonderful experience.  

But back to summer. One thing I have noticed about Texas summers 
is that theyôre kind of hot. (Since getting here Iôve seen a lot of T-shirts and mugs 
with Davy Crockettôs words, ñYou go to hell. Iôm going to Texas.ò I havenôt seen 
any with General Sheridanôs words, ñIf I owned hell and Texas I would live in hell 
and rent out Texas.ò) Well, Jill and I are used to hot summers. It seems the 
summers have been hot and humid everywhere weôve ever lived. Having said 
that, in the other places we got a break every now and then. It wasnôt 95+ 
degrees, twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week for six months. OK, I know 
thatôs probably something of an exaggeration, but it feels right. I once met a man 
in Tucson, Arizona. He said people who moved there from other parts of the 
country usually lasted three years before the heat drove them back to wherever 
it was they came from. I am not telling that story in order to say, ñWe canôt 
handle the thought of another summer ï weôre out of here!ò I am telling it in order 
to say, ñThatôs not how we feel.ò Sure, the summers get a little monotonous, but 
we find the rest of the year delightful. And say what you will about heat ï at least 
you donôt have to shovel it. Weôre having a good time here. Weôre not about to 
let the summers drive us out. (Now, if only we can figure out what to do with 
those hurricanes.)  

I have one more thing to say about summer. It seems to me that one 
of the things that happen in summer is that church attendance drops. People are 
on vacation, they have trips planned that they couldnôt take when the kids are in 
school, or it just feels like summer is a time for a break from church. I havenôt 
checked the records here at WPC, but I donôt think that is too much of a problem 
here. Still, I feel compelled to say, ñHey, I know itôs summer, but donôt forget 
about church. Godôs not on vacation!ò When you feel tempted to let church 
attendance slide this summer, think a little longer about it. All the reasons why 
church attendance is a good idea the rest of the year still apply in the summer. 
In fact, even when you are on vacation look for a local church on Sunday 
morning. You will get to exercise your need to worship, and you just might have 
an enriching experience seeing how theyôre doing it somewhere else.  

Wherever you are and whatever youôre doing, have a wonderful 
summer. 
 
Fondly, 

Mark  

The History Of 

  

The Fourth of July was traditionally celebrated as 
America's birthday, but the idea of an annual day specifically 
celebrating the Flag is believed to have first originated in 
1885. B.J. Cigrand, a schoolteacher, arranged for the pupils 
in the Fredonia, Wisconsin Public School, District 6, to ob-
serve June 14 (the 108th anniversary of the official adoption 
of The Stars and Stripes) as 'Flag Birthday'. In numerous 
magazine and newspaper articles and public addresses over 
the following years, Cigrand continued to enthusiastically 
advocate the observance of June 14 as 'Flag Birthday', or 

'Flag Day'. 

On June 14, 1889, George Balch, a kindergarten 
teacher, in New York City, planned appropriate ceremonies 
for the children of his school, and his idea of observing Flag 
Day was later adopted by the State Board of Education of 
New York. On June 14, 1891, the Betsy Ross House in 
Philadelphia held a Flag Day celebration, and on June 14 of 
the following year, the New York Society of the Sons of the 

Revolution, celebrated Flag Day. 

Following the suggestion of Colonel J Granville Leach 
(a historian of the Pennsylvania Society of the Sons of the 
Revolution) and the Pennsylvania Society of Colonial 
Dames of America on April 25, 1893 adopted a resolution 
requesting the mayor of Philadelphia and all others in au-
thority and all private citizens to display the Flag on June 
14th. Leach went on to recommend that thereafter the day 
be known as 'Flag Day', and on that day, school children be 
assembled for appropriate exercises, with each child being 

given a small Flag. 

Two weeks later on May 8th, the Board of Managers of 
the Pennsylvania Society of Sons of the Revolution unani-
mously endorsed the action of the Pennsylvania Society of 
Colonial Dames. As a result of the resolution, Dr. Edward 
Brooks, then Superintendent of Public Schools of Philadel-
phia, directed that Flag Day exercises be held on June 14, 
1893 in Independence Square. School children were assem-
bled, each carrying a small Flag, and patriotic songs were 

sung and addresses delivered.      (Continued on Page 4) 
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ADULT MINISTRIES INTRODUCES 
SOME COOL CLASSES FOR THE  HOT SUMMERTIME 

 

 

Classes are  May 31 through July 5 in Bouton Hall for Summer Round Tables!  The pastors 
will provide discussion questions based on the sermon text for each week.  The Deacons have 
graciously agreed to host the first session (and provide some yummy breakfast goodies!); after that, 
each table will self-facilitate, with Adult Sunday School Team members on hand to help out when/if 
needed.  Donôt miss this one.  It was a big hit last summer, and weôre counting on YOU to make this 
season a crowd pleaser! 

Another favorite returning to the line-up this season is the Wired Word.  This class favorite will 
be featured in Bouton Hall July 19ðAugust 9.  This attraction features a a current social issue or 
event from a faith perspective.  Participants who sign up can receive the weekôs discussion topic the 
Thursday prior to the class.  A great group of facilitators will rotate through to help keep the 
conversation moving and relevant.  We need YOU to make this happen. 

Come on out and join the crowd at what promises to be an exciting summer of Christian 
conversation and fellowship. 

WPC Loses Three Legends  

Betty Ulrich, a long-time member of Webster 
Presbyterian Church and a Clear Lake 
community volunteer, passed away in Austin, 
Texas, on April 10.  A memorial service 
honoring her life will be held at WPC on 
Sunday, June 14, at 1:00 p.m.  A reception will 
follow, from 3:00-4:30 p.m., at the Clear Lake 
City-County Freeman Branch Library, which 
Betty founded. 
If you have any ñBettyò stories you would like to 
share, please send them to Pastor Helen. 
 
The Reverend Bob Montgomery passed 
away at his home, with his devoted wife, Betty, 
by his side, on May 6.  A service honoring his 
life was held at WPC on Saturday, May 16, 
with a reception hosted by the WPC Deacons 
in the Fellowship Hall.  Bob was a parish 

associate at WPC for many years.  He was a 
mentor and support for Stephen ministers, the 
deacons, Solo Souls, and oh so many 
individuals in the WPC family.  He and Betty 
were actively engaged in the design of our 
current sanctuary and spearheaded the time 
capsule project.  Bob was an amazing minister, 
who served the Presbyterian Church in Alvin 
with distinction.  He will be missed. 
 
Ruth Struben also passed away recently.  At 
her request, the family held a private, 
graveside service on May 23.  Ruth died 
peacefully in her sleep at her daughterôs home, 
where she was surrounded by love.  Ruth was 
an active member of the WPC community for 
many years. 
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EARLY RISERS' 
BREAKFAST  

Please join us for the last 
Early Risers' Breakfast till fall 
on June 14th in Bouton Hall 
from 9:30-10:30.  We will have 
a scrumptious breakfast buffet 

that will include items for take-out for those 
heading to Sunday School.  Others can eat 
leisurely in Bouton Hall and enjoy good 
fellowship.  Please come and bring a friend!!  
    

 

 

 

 

 
WPC Java Spot ! 

A place for adults to enjoy a relaxing atmosphere  
after Worship Services 

Opens at 9:30 a.m. Every Sunday 
ótil 30 minutes after 2nd Service.   

06/01: Alan Pavone 06/10: Lois Phillips 06/17: Cleo Jones 06/24: Dorothy Evans 

06/02: Jeremy Dickey             Rebecca Hisle             David Brazzel 06/25: Beverly Booher 

            Nicholas Posluszny             Susan Thames 06/19: Virginia Hurgeton             William Chase 

06/03: Joey Lane 06/11: Amy Bolon             Scott Clement             Jennifer Stoyanov 

            Joseph Lane             Shelby McNeill 06/20: Mary Ann Brown 06/26: Mark Evert 

06/04: Kyle McNamee             Allison Sulivant             Charmian Cornell             Darryl Menard 

06/05: Duana McNamee 06/12: Anne Hays             Melinda Galford             Elizabeth Cravens 

06/06: Sonya Clement             Cletis Booher 06/21: Edna Arnold             Jordan Pomier 

            Bill Hunter             Raymond Harano             Blaine Goeckler 06/27: Erik Kinzler 

            Robert Leewright             Linda Thomas             James Kidwell             Johnathan Snowden 

            Alex Massie             Justine Steele             Kimberly Luedde 06/29: Suzanne Summers 

            Emily Martin             Emma Stahr             Jennifer Dupont             Alexis Ray 

06/08: Lea Brown 06/14: Patricia Lusk 06/22: Peter Shull             Nathan Galvan 

            Mary Sumrall-Sydnor             Cappi McNeill 06/23: Marilyn Branham             Chad Cummings 

            Sarah Frey             Emily Shipman             John Jordan 06/30: Stanley Baleson 

            Mark Godwin 06/16: Sandra Mossman             George Ulrich             Scott Bemis 

06/09: Janice Smith-Bagheri             Paula Bray             Peter Tobia             Joseph Godwin 

            Blake Bachtel             Judy Pomier             James (Andrew) Pomier  

              Melanie Moore             Elena King  

A Great Chance to Visit with  
More Members of Webster Presbyterian!  

 
Dinner Club 7 is a social activity in which a small group of seven gets together to share a meal, either at a restaurant 

of choice or by taking turns at a memberôs home.  When a group  meets at someone's home the host determines the 
menu and the participants volunteer to contribute some of the items.  

 Dinner Club 7 offers fellowship with those you might not have had an opportunity to know.  Each group typically 
meets for dinner at least four times during a six month period.  Sign up with Blaine Goeckler for Dinner Club 7 by emailing 
him at wgoeckler@earthlink.net or calling the Goecklers at 281-474-3319.  

 The groups will be matched by Blaine in July.  If you are interested but have some questions, just call and talk with 
Blaine or Mary. Blaine is the volunteer who coordinates this activity for the Fellowship Committee.  
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FLAG DAY continued from page 1 

 

In 1894, the governor of New York directed that on June 14 the Flag be displayed on all public buildings. With B.J. Cigrand and Leroy Van Horn 
as the moving spirits, the Illinois organization, known as the American Flag Day Association, was organized for the purpose of promoting the holding 
of Flag Day exercises. On June 14th, 1894, under the auspices of this association, the first general public school children's celebration of Flag Day 

in Chicago was held in Douglas, Garfield, Humboldt, Lincoln, and Washington Parks, with more than 300,000 children participating. 

Adults, too, participated in patriotic programs. Franklin K. Lane, Secretary of the Interior, delivered a 1914 Flag Day address in which he re-
peated words he said the flag had spoken to him that morning: "I am what you make me; nothing more. I swing before your eyes as a bright gleam 

of color, a symbol of yourself." 

Inspired by these three decades of state and local celebrations, Flag Day - the anniversary of the Flag Resolution of 1777 - was officially estab-
lished by the Proclamation of President Woodrow Wilson on May 30th, 1916. While Flag Day was celebrated in various communities for years after 
Wilson's proclamation, it was not until August 3rd, 1949, that President Truman signed an Act of Congress designating June 14th of each year as 

National Flag Day.                                                                                                                                                               Courtesy:  www.USFlag.org 

Webster Presbyterian Church  
 "Women Build for Habitat"   

Rescheduled !  

 
For all WPC women who signed up to build back in March 
-- we are not going to get rained out this time!  Bay Area 
Habitat for Humanity has rescheduled our Women Build 
day for Saturday June 13.   There will be a variety of jobs 
for all ranges of abilities -- some inside work, some work 
on siding, etc. and possibly some landscaping.  So bring 
your hats, closed-toed shoes, gloves, hammers, and sun-
screen.  Hardhats and safety glasses are available at the 
site.  
  
Please call or e-mail Ann Taylor  or Jackie Allen to confirm 
your spot on our list for June 13. 
Ann Taylor  281-488-1139A  avtaylor@earthlink.net 
Jackie Allen 281-992-3772 callen5126@comcast.net 
H Build Location: 3010 Virginia Ave., Dickinson, TX 

77539  -- just off Deats Road 
H BAHFH website for volunteers    http://

www.bahfh.org/ 
H Schedule for Sat. June 13 
H Arrive before 8:00 for sign-in and the Safety Talk 
H 11:30 lunch will be served 
H 2:00 finish clean-up and leave 

WPC YOUTH RECEIVES  
SCHOLARSHIP HONOR 
 
Amy Waehner, daughter of Dennis and 
Anne, has been awarded a prestigious 
Houston Endowment scholarship.  She 
is one of only 315 high school students 
from the greater Houston area to re-
ceive this award.  Recipients are se-
lected based on scholastic achievement, economic need, 
community service, and leadership.  Way to go Amy! 
 
(If you have news to share, about yourself or another mem-
ber of the WPC family, please submit an article to Pastor 
Helen for consideration.) 

 

The prevention of Stroke, Heart 

Disease, and Osteoporosis starts 

with proactive decisions.   It is esti-

mated that 80% of the 700,000 strokes that occur every year could 

have been prevented if lifestyle modifications had been made, and the 

underlying plaque build-up that causes stroke was detected early.   

On Saturday, June 27, 2009, Webster Presbyterian Church is 

hosting a HealthYes!Ê Preventive Screening event from 8:00am 

to 5:00pm.   HealthYes!Ê Preventive Screening will provide painless 

ultrasound tests that can detect those at risk of stroke, heart disease, 

peripheral artery disease, abdominal aortic aneurysms and osteoporo-

sis.  Locally owned & operated, HealthYes!Ê has partnered with 

Texas, Board-Certified Radiologists to provide participants accurate 

results and images in just 4 business days.  Wellness screening pack-

ages start at only $139.95.  If you are over 40 and have not taken 

control of your health, reserve your appointment today by calling 1-866

-933-4175 or visiting www.HealthYes.com.  Be sure to mention 

Code BH1TX062709 to receive all five tests for $169.95, a savings 

of $30.00.                            

 BY APPOINTMENT ONLY          

Be Proactive.   Stay Healthy.Ê 

http://www.HealthYes.com


 Childrenôs Ministry 

 

  

THANK YOU for a FANTASTIC V.B.S.  
 
Vacation Bible School is just around the corner (June 7-
11) and we anticipate a FANTASTIC week! We will have a 
full recap of the week along with some great photos in a 
future church newsletter, but for nowéwe want to take this 
opportunity to say THANK YOU! Thank you to 
EVERYONE who donated items, helped with setup and 
decorations. And, a very special thank you to everyone 
who will help lead and guide our 
children in games, arts and crafts, Bible 
stories, singing and mission projects. 
Our VBS leadership team has been 
hard at work and is excited about 
providing an opportunity for our 
children to grow in Godôs amazing love! 
See you at the ñdockò!!! 

Donôt You Just Hate it When... 
 Have you ever had someone come into your home and rearrange your furniture or have them go into your garage and take out tools  and then 

leave everything for you to put back?  How about those times when you have walked into your kitchen and found dirty dishes in the sink that you 
never used?   How would you feel if you went into your living room and found your furniture moved into another room? How about all that stuff that 
gets left on tables, floors and chairs that doesnôt belong there?  Have you every found candy wrappers or empty soda containers in your yard?  Do 
you ever want to scream:  ñWE DONôT HAVE MAID SERVICE!!!! CLEAN UP AFTER YOURSELVES!ò  

This is exactly how some of us feel here at WPC. Many people are under the incorrect assumption that we have a cleaning service that will 
take care of things.  For the most part, our cleaning service is strictly to clean floors and remove trash on designated days only.   The tables and 
chairs in Bouton Hall and the Fellowship Hall are under the care of the Fellowship Team.  Please do not remove them from the rooms in which they 
belong without letting  the team know.  They  often  have to hunt down tables for meal setups.   Except for the childrenôs and youth rooms, the rest 
of the campus furnishings fall under the care of Buildings and Grounds, Worship and Office staff. No one should have to go around straightening up 
after everyone.   If you move tables, chairs or any other furnitureðput  them backðit does not matter what the eventðeither private or church 
related, .we do not have anyone to do this. If, for a class, meeting or other use,  you have to rearrange the furniture in one of the class rooms, 
library, parlor or office,  please put everything back in order.   If you use dishes or  water pitchers, wash/dry and PUT THEM AWAY. Clean out 
coffee pots and wipe down tables used for food or drinks.    If you donôt know where something goes, please donôt just drop it in any roomðfind out 
where it goes.  

Remember too, anything put in the Narthex of the Sanctuary must be approved by the worship committee.  No signs or flyers are permitted to 
be posted on the glass windows,  doors or walls of the Narthex.  Computer generated signs are allowed on the CE wing and office entrance doors. 

If each of us pays attention to these little details, we can keep our church neater, cleaner and a nicer place for all of us, including  our visitors.  

ñMommy & Meò Group 
 

Are you a mother of a child 
age birth to three years old? Want 
to meet other moms with children 
the same age? Need some ñgirl 
timeò and a break from work, the 
kids, and housework? Come join 
us on Saturday mornings this 
summer for ñMommy & Me.ò We 
will meet in the Parentôs Retreat 
in the Education Building for 
f e l l o ws h ip ,  c o n ve r s a t i o n , 
educational opportunities and 
spiritual growth for you and your children.  

 We will get things kicked off on Saturday, June 6 at 
9:30 AM with VBS for our little ones. For our Saturdays in 
June, we have ñTiny Tadpolesò VBS for children ages 
infant to three years old (the same ñCrocodile Dockò VBS 
we are doing for the older kids). Moms and children will 
participate in singing, games, Bible stories and lots of 
VBS fun. Then beginning in July, we will host a variety of 
opportunities for our moms: kinder-music with your 
children, breakfast out with childcare, informative 
speakers, bible study, how to teach children to pray, just 
to name a few. Some Saturdays your child(ren) will join 
you in the activities, while other Saturdays it will just be 
moms with childcare provided. So come join us for 
ñMommy & Meò on Saturdays from 9:30 ï 10:30 AM 
starting June 6!!! Contact Pastor Caressa Murray or 
Wendy Noriega for more information.  

 Family Fellowship  
Childrenôs ministry would like to invite our families 
with children to fellowship, food and fun on the sec-
ond Saturday night of each month this summer. 
Bring your favorite dish and join us for a potluck din-
ner at 5:30 PM in Bouton-Hall. Then from 6:00 to 
7:00, children will enjoy activities and games in the 
education building, while the parents get to know one 
another through conversation, games and other fun 
stuff! ALL families with children ages infant to fifth 
grade are welcome. Childcare will be provided for 
infants and toddlers. Dates this summer: June 13, 
July 11, and August 8. Contact Pastor Caressa 
Murray or Cathy Black for more information.  
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Youth Car Wash  
Thank You, Thank You, Thank You -  
Way to go WPC Youth, Sponsors and their wonderful Supporters . 
. . We raised $687 for Youth mission and conference trips by way 
of our May 3rd Car Wash.  From 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., about 25 youth 
and their helpful sponsors shuffled, washed, dried and parked 
about 40 cars.  Thatôs 4.5 minutes per car . . . WOW.  In case you 
wondered, yes, the adults drove the cars.  Thank you very much 
for your great support to the Jr. High and Sr. High Youth as they 
grow in their faith and exercise their Christian service to others. 

Have We Got A Summer For You! 
 Are you ready for those lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer?  
The Youth of WPC will be way too busy to be lazy!  Their summer is 
packed with activities to support the goals of mission, fellowship, 
worship and study.  Summer starts with the Youth being helpers for 
our Vacation Bible School in June.  Each night, after the regular VBS 
program is done, the Youth will have "After Hours" until 10:00 with 
time for Bible study and just hanging out with friends.  
 This year the Youth decided that they wanted to get to 
know kids from other Presbyterian churches in our area. So, WPC is 
taking the lead and is planning to host several Cluster events includ-
ing a pool party at Friendswood, a road trip to an Astros game, and 
cookouts.  What a great chance to build relationships and establish 
ties for the future! 
 For the first time, the Junior High Youth will participate in a 
Mission Weekend to help people in our own community, and the 
Senior Highsô annual Mission Trip will be to Bridge City to work on 
Hurricane Ike repairs.  Both Youth Groups will have opportunities to 
learn more about their faith and make new friends, with the Junior 
High Jubilee at Mo-Ranch and the Senior High Synod Youth Work-
shop in Tulsa.  And, each month there will be a worship service, 
developed by the Youth Worship Team, as part of the evening fel-
lowship. 
 Along with trips to the Wave Pool, Summer Movie Nights, 
the Senior High Fall Retreat, and Junior High Midnight Madness, our 
Youth have a lot to keep them active and involved.  If you are inter-
ested in participating in, or helping with, any of these events, contact 
Pastor Caressa Murray for more information.  Here's to summer fun! 

Confirmation Class 2009 
This year the class was held during the Sunday School hour 
for our two 8th grade confirmands, Henry Haws and Kellen 
Gregory.  Starting back in mid-January, they met almost 
every Sunday to discuss and learn about their faith journey.  
They were led by many members of the congregation who 
volunteered to come to the class and share their insights in 
exploring different topics.  The subjects covered areas like 
prayer, sacraments, spiritual gifts, the Bible, mission, wor-
ship, proclamation of the word, and others.  Not only were 
they meeting on Sundays, but they also had the opportunity 
to develop a personal relationship with a church member who 
served as their Mentor as part of the Confirmation Class.  
Henry and Kellen then wrote their statements of faith, to state 
in their words what it is they believe, and met with the Ses-
sion for their examination.  We were happy to welcome Henry 
and Kellen into full membership of WPC on May 31st, and 
want to thank all those who shared with them in the classes 
and as their Mentors. 

Back on April 26th, the Youth and others from the congregation gathered outside and, despite the 
threatening skies, enjoyed an outdoor movie offering of ñToy Story 2.ò  There was food, fun, and the 
chance to meet Pastor Caressaôs new pup ï where else can you bring a dog to a movie? 


