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Mission is at the heart of the
Christian faith. From the
earliest beginnings of the
church, we were charged to
“go into all nations . . . ,” “bring
good news to the poor, release
to the captives, sight to the
blind, freedom to the
oppressed . . .,” and told that
“they will know you by the way
you love one another . . .."

The PC(USA) has a long
history of mission work around
the world. The national church
has been training,
commissioning, and sending
missionaries for over 170
years.

For Presbyterians, mission is
about partnering with local
groups to aid them in meeting
their identified needs: loving
our neighbor as ourselves.
We witness to the life, death,
and resurrection of Christ by
serving alongside our brothers
and sisters throughout the
world.

Last month, WPC had the
privilege of hosting a visit with
Dennis Smith, a mission co-
worker who has served in
Guatemala for 30 years.
Dennis is a communicator and
educator by training, and
currently serves under the
auspices of C.E.D.E.P.C.A,, an
organization with which the
PC(USA), many presbyteries,
including our own, and many
churches, including WPC,

have a relationship.
C.E.D.E.P.C.A. serves men
and women throughout Central
America through a pastoral
studies institute and a
women'’s program. Itis a
ministry of education and
compassion.

In both worship services and in
an all-adult Sunday School
class, Dennis shared with us
the importance of local
congregations making
connections with specific
mission activities supported by
our denomination. Because of
a decrease in funding over the
past several years, our mission
workers have dropped from
over 400 in 2005 to the current
number of 266. By re-
familiarizing congregations
with the mission and work of
mission co-workers, the
PC(USA) hopes to fill another
40 open positions. There are
many more possibilities for
mission co-workers; the only
thing holding them back is
funding. In the month of
October, the PC(USA) called
home 44 of it's most seasoned
missionaries to send them out
to the presbyteries to share the
news that there is more work
to be done; that more people
are waiting to hear the good
news and to see God’s love in
action. This is Mission
Challenge '07, and we all are
invited to participate by
sending contributions for
general support of mission

work or to support specific
mission workers, such as Dennis
or our own Vicki Smith.

WPC has been most generous
in its support of Vicki Smith as
she recently launched her first
two-year assignment as a
mission co-worker in Jamaica.
Vicki's first two years were
funded under the Mission
Initiative, which was a transition
model for funding mission. Vicki
was in the first-ever group of
PC(USA) missionaries who was
charged with doing their own
fund raising. Mission Challenge
‘07 will attempt to restore
funding for mission work in a
way that will not require that our
mission co-workers divert their
time and energy to fund raising,
but can dedicate their work
primarily to the people with
whom they have been called to
serve.

Mission is an important part of
WPC's identity. We provide
funds for a wide variety of
organizations locally, regionally,
nationally, and internationally.
We serve alongside others in
providing relief to those in need.
We provide direct services to
those in crisis. Just as mission
is at the heart of the gospel, so it
is at the heart of Webster
Presbyterian Church. WPC'’s
mission vision is that we become
a church of “Seeing, hearing,
going, touching . . . sharing
God’s heart with the world.”




A young boy went with his
family on a vacation out
west. He saw Half Dome at
Yosemite, the redwood
forests, the waves crashing
at Big Sur, and all the colors
of a sunset on the Mojave
Desert. He stood one day
overlooking the awesome
sight of the Grand Canyon.
He took it in for a minute or
so and then said, “Wow.
Something big must have
happened here.”

Well, yeah. Something big
happened there. Perhaps it
was something cataclysmic
such as an earthquake or a
meteor strike. Perhaps it
was the “Poof!” of a divine
command. Perhaps it was
as slow and deliberate as
water wearing away rock for
millions of years. Whatever,
something big happened
there.

When | first heard that story
of the boy at the Grand
Canyon, as strange as it
may seem it made me think
of Christmas. For centuries
and centuries the
celebration of the Christ
Mass in December was a

central part of life in the
Western World. Now much
of its religious significance
seems gone and in its place
is a celebration of
commerce and marketing.
We see the symbols
associated with Christ’s
birth — shepherds, wise
men, heralding angels —
replaced by symbols which
remind us of something but
have nothing to do with that
birth — snow flakes and holly
berries and so forth.
Christians are often
distressed by this and see it
as one more evidence of
society’s increasing
secularization. Well, it is.
Perhaps, though, there is
something very hopeful
even in a Christmas that is
completely secular. Perhaps
the time will come when
people will stop and take an
objective look at a holiday
which may not seem to
make much sense and they
will say, “Something big
must have happened here.”
Perhaps they will look more
deeply and they will
discover a truly amazing
holiday based on the birth of
a truly amazing baby who
grew to be a truly amazing
man. Perhaps even the

entire world will be born
again by that rediscovery.
Perhaps.

Whatever might happen
with Christmas in the future,
for Christians the time is
upon us once again. Once
again those heralding
angels sing to us, “Hark!
Glory to the newborn king!”
Let us respond to that
summons, for we have been
given the grace to know
that, indeed, something big,
something very big,
happened here.

Rejoice. Merry Christmas.
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MISSION

at Webster Presbyterian Church

Seeing, hearing, going, touching . . . sharing God’s h eart with the world.

The Bay Area CROP Walk,
hosted this year by Webster
Presbyterian Church, is
celebrating successes at
several levels.

On September 30, 35 youth
walkers from WPC
accompanied by 7 adults
gathered at Clear Lake Park
and "pre-walked" the route for
the Bay Area CROP

Walk. They completed the
5K/3.2 mile route in great style
and provided valuable feedback
on signage and setup to
prepare for the formal walk the
following week.

On October 7, the weather
offered us rain and thunder in
the early afternoon. Despite
this, about 60 walkers from 8
area churches -- including
another 10 adults from WPC --

gathered at Clear Lake Park for
the Bay Area CROP Walk. The
Walk was scheduled to start at
3:00. At 3:05 the skies cleared
and rain and thunder

stopped. The walkers were
thanked by representatives of
ICM, M.l. Lewis, and Bay Area
Turning Point and then sent
forth with prayer. Everyone
returned to juice, cookies, and
additional thanks. Best of all,
the rain did not return until
about 5:00, by which time
everyone had completed the
route and was headed safely
home.

Our totals so far indicate that
WPC raised $2094 this

year. This is great -- it
represents a $500 increase
from last year, in challenging
circumstances!

With all participants, the walk is
expected to raise about $9000.

Special thanks to Frank Rix,
Coco Motley, Carl Allen,
Marjorie Seiter, Cathy Black,
Kimberly Glaus-Late, and
Chuck and Nina Moede for all
the help that made this event
possible.

Finally -- for those keeping
track -- the Youth prevailed in
the challenge of Youth walkers
vs. Adult

walkers. Congratulations,
youth, and thanks for your great
support!

(The Adults will have a chance
for a rematch in 2008, when
Webster Presbyterian hosts the
Bay Area CROP Walk again.)




Interfaith Caring Ministries
(ICM) is a non-profit
organization that has been
providing vital services since
1985 for people in our
community who are in need.
About 50 churches in the
Clear Lake area help to
support their mission of
offering assistance to
encourage people to become
self-sufficient. It is the
leading faith-based resource
in our area for family and
individual support services
during times of difficulty.

Each year, WPC participates
with the ICM Christmas Store
which provides gifts for low
income families to help
spread the holiday spirit.
After being interviewed by
the ICM staff, the parents are
assigned a day to “shop” for
gifts for their children, and
the children can even “shop”
for their parents.

You can participate in this
program by bringing
unwrapped, new toys and gift
items to church with you on
December 9. They are also
happy to accept wrapping
paper, ribbon, and tape. The
gifts will be collected from
the Narthex after both

services and delivered to the
collection point. We invite
you and your family to be a
part of this generous act of
sharing.

Listed below are some
suggestions for gifts for the
different age levels:

Baby/Toddler Gifts

Baby rattles

Baby toys

Baby dolls

Crib toys

Stuffed animals

Little Tykes toys
Older Children

Baby dolls

Action figures

Cars and trucks
Radio controlled cars
Craft kits

Roller skates
Educational toys
Hand-held electronic games
Board games

Bicycles, tricycles

Helmets and pads

Teen Gifts

Watches

Jewelry

CD players

DVD players

Purses and wallets

Clock radios

Cameras and film
Footballs, basketballs, etc.
Pre-paid cell phones
Movie gift cards

Bath and body sets
Cologne

NFL, University logo gear

Household Items

Small kitchen appliances (crock
pots, mixers, can openers,
irons, coffee makers)

Sheet and towel sets
Tool kits

Frying pans, cookware,
bakeware

Mixing bowls
Comforters
Electric blankets

Gift cards to local retailers
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A Presbyterian tradition for
almost seventy years, the
Christmas Joy Offering is
one of the four special
offerings designated by the
General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
to provide congregations
direct ways of supporting
specific causes that help
those in need. Fifty percent
of the receipts to the
Christmas Joy Offering are
distributed to the Board of
Pensions for assistance
programs that provide
support to retired and active
church workers and their
spouses and families. The
other fifty percent supports
Presbyterian-related racial
ethnic education through the
National Ministries Division
of the General Assembly
Council.

Over the next few weeks, our
congregation will hear more
about how the Christmas Joy
Offering is used, through
Minutes for Mission and
bulletin inserts. One of our
bulletin inserts will introduce
you to Roy Johnson. Roy
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and his wife Wanda both
grew up in Presbyterian
churches. They knew that
they wanted to serve the
church together and they
faithfully served the church
for thirty-four years. After
Wanda's death in 2001, Roy
moved to a Christian
retirement community. When
the rent was raised, the
Board of Pensions helped
supplement his income so
Roy could stay in the
community he loved. Your
gifts to the Christmas Joy
Offering enable the Board to
help those who faithfully
serve the church.

Another bulletin insert will
introduce Vanessa Ebiaca.
Growing up in Equatorial
Guinea, Vanessa often went
to the petrochemical
companies with her father.
She realized that most of
Guineans were the cleaning
people or guards because
they had little education.
Vanessa is attending the
Presbyterian Pan American
School, supported by the
Christmas Joy Offering, and
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is learning what a family of
faith can mean. She plans on
getting her degree in
chemistry and returning to
Equatorial Guinea to show
other Guineans that they too
can find faith and education
through Christ.

How blessed we are and
what a wonderful time of the
year to remember those who
have faithfully served, as well
as those who are striving to
become equipped to serve.
Please think prayerfully
about supporting the
Christmas Joy offering with a
special gift this holiday
season. We will collect the
offering at both services on
Christmas Eve. If you will
not be present on Christmas
Eve, you may make your
donation anytime in
December by using one of
the Christmas Joy offering
envelopes located in the
pews and placing it in the
collection plates.

On behalf of your Mission
Committee, Merry Christmas
and a Blessed New Year!
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To encounter the loving God, to learn to be faithfuoiwkrs of Jesus Christ,

to share the Good News, to change the world.

What's Happening !!

December Jr. High Sr. High
A.D. Players “Christmas Tree-O”
2 Meet after Church, go eat lunch (bring $) and then to play
Return to Church, about 5:30 (for Choir Practice)
8 Christmas Progressive Dinner
Meet at Church, 5:00
Saturday
Return to Church, 9:30
Christmas Progressive Dinner
9 Leave from Church, 5:30
Return to Church, 9:30
15 Elves & More Mission Project
Meet at Church & leave for Reliant Center, 11:00 (w e'll work 12:00 — 2:00)
Saturday
Go to get ice cream at 2:00 (bring $), Return to Ch urch about 4:00
Holiday Fellowship with Christmas International House Stu-
23 dents
6:00 — 8:00 (Tentative)
24 Christmas Eve Worship Services
Monday Family Service at 5:30 and Communion Service at 11: 00
30 No PYC
On Saturday, December 15th our Jr. High and Sr. Hig h youth are planning
to join thousands of other volunteers at the Reliant Center to build bicycles
as part of the Elves & More program to bring hope to impoverished children k y
during the holiday season. People from all walks of life from all over the
area come together to build gifts of caring—20,000 bi cycles that will be delivered, as a surprise, in a
very real demonstration of the meaning of Christmas. Our youth and sponsors, and anyone who
wants to join us, will head out from the Church at ab out 11:00 for their scheduled work shift from
12:00-2:00, and then enjoy some fellowship over ice cream before returning to the Church about

4:00.
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that several Sr. High youth, in their costumes,
went around the Webster neighborhood to “Trick

or Treat So People Can Eat.” That’s right, instead
of getting candy for themselves, our youth were
asking people if they might donate non-perishable

4 food for the ICM Food Pantry. And they used the
: opportunity to let people know about WPC,
leaving a card with information about our

church and its services

So, thanks to the Harry Potters, volleyball
players, choir members, Grim Reapers, and
all the others, and the generosity of our
WPC neighbors, ICM received some “treats”
to help those in need.

During Advent this year WPC'’s Youth Ministry program i s providing a chance for
people to meet some of our needs. As we are workin g to finish the re-
work on the youth rooms, there are still some items to complete that
work and make the rooms more functional, inviting, a nd comfortable.
Also there are needs such as resources for faith develop ment—
curriculum, presentation capabilities such as laptops, software, mu-
sic, videos, projectors, games, and more. So, you wil | see a Youth Giv-
ing Tree out during the Christmas season with “ornamen ts” describing different needs
7% for our youth. You can select the ornament you wish to fund, either with a gift card for

" the noted store or a donation, and your gift will b e used to meet that specific need. Your

gift to the Youth Giving Tree will be one that help s grow the faith that begins with

Christmas for our youth now and those to come.

In those days . . .

S Joseph also went up from the town of NaGatiitie o Jud
to Bethlehem the town of David, because héohtblerigrde a
line of David. He went there to register wjtiwiamas pledgec
be married to him and was expecting a childey\Wieite there,
time came for the baby to be born, and stietgdner bistborn,
son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a

-Luke2 4-7
In these days . . .
We seek to keep the story alive in the hearts of our youth so their lives will be filled
with wonder at the marvelous grace that is the reason for the season. And from
everyone in Youth Ministry at WPC,
If you would like more information on the youth pro grams at WPC,

or are interested in the opportunity to work with a wesome youth,




Safely Back Home

Sung by the Faith Choir at the reception for Clay Anderson
On Sunday, November 18, 2007
Words by Ken Jones, sung to the tune All Through the Night

God keeps watch o’er all His faithful, where-e’er they roam.
And rejoices when at last they're safely back home.
Though from earth bounds you did venture
Into space, your faith remained sure.

Now, praise God, we sing because you'’re safely back home.

Ships of old once dared to face the wild ocean’s foam.
Brave souls now leave earth behind to search heaven’s dome.
As round the earth they fly, not straying,

Loved ones back at home are praying

That we all will soon be saying, “You're safely back home”.

God keeps watch o’er all His faithful, where-e’er they roam.
And rejoices when at last they're safely back home.
Though from earth bounds you did venture
Into space, your faith remained sure.

Now, praise God, we sing because you'’re safely back home.

Clay’s safely home.




WPC at Freedom Festival

The Covenant Groups at WPC
are doing well. We have seven
groups in various locations.
During the past year some
members have been added and
some lost due to moves or other
circumstances. We would like to
have more groups, but the
important issue is that we do
have room in these groups for
new members joining the church
or other members now wanting
to join a covenant group.

The groups we have meet in
various locations: Kathy
Braeuer and Sylvia Kinzler's
group meets in Kathy's home in
Clear Lake Forest; Diane Kane
and Connie Nibert's group meets
in Diane's home in Friendswood
near League City. The
members of these two groups

are women. Elizabeth Stoltz'
group meets in her home in
the Clear Lake area and is
open to both men and women.

Laura Grady's group is made
up of couples who meet in her
home in South Shore Harbour,
and Mary Lawrence's group
made up of both men and
women, meet in the home of
Terrell McMillan in Nassau
Bay. Gene Fisseler's group of
all men rotate their meeting
place, and George James
along with Cathy Black have
restarted a group for parents
who meet in the new parents
retreat room at the church.

One of the groups meets
weekly, one monthly, and the

others meet either twice a
month or every other week.
Some of the groups are
planning special events to
celebrate the holidays.

One group is meeting to eat
and decorate crosses with
mosaics. Some of the groups
are choosing a project, like our
"Adopt a Child" program. Some
may choose not to meet in
December due to busy
schedules.

Most important is that these
groups have become an
important and meaningful part
of their members' lives.

Jane Markley, Covenant Team
Leader




SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
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Preschool & Elementary
(K — 3" grade)

We're learning how to live our faith from the inside
out! Our Large Group Opening powers up every
Sunday morning to connect our kids with Jesus—
and help them live out their faith! We move past
applying the Bible lessons to actually living those
lessons! Be sure to read your child’s Daily
Challenges™ each week and give your child a
chance to practice faithful living. Then celebrate how
God uses Daily Challenges to shape the world—and
our kids!

Our Lessons

Even children who've heard the
story of Jesus' birth a thousand
times will be captivated...
involved... and grow in their love
of Jesus during our Advent
classes Dec. 2-Jan.6. Our kids will
learn about Jesus' birth by
exploring these Bible stories: Prophets Foretell
Jesus' Birth 12/2, An Angel Appears to Mary &
Joseph 12/9, Jesus Is Born in Bethlehem 12/16 &
12/23, Shepherds Learn That Jesus Is Born 12/30,
Wise Men Visit Jesus 1/6.

Get ready for Arctic Antics Jan.
13-Feb. 4! Through this
exploration of family relationships
in the Bible, our kids will live out
their faith as they discover how to
love and honor each other.

0@

Mark Your Calendar

Preteen
(4™ & 5™ Grade)

Grapple connects our
preteen 4" & 5™
graders with each
other, our church family, and God--in the very ways
they prefer. Our kids are tackling the Grapple
thought-provoking lessons and are “grappling” with
the issues their age deals with the most, finding
answers by digging into the Bible. During the week,
a safe and secure website just for WPC preteens is
packed with choices for them and their parents!

Next Grapple Session

Best Friends Forever Key Verse: John 15:13
Bible—Fact or Fiction Key Verse: Hebrews 4:12
What's the Point? Key Verse: Ephesians 2:10

Wanted: You!

We’'re growing in “Growing in God’s

Love” (GIGL) during worship services on Sunday,
and we need you! One or two more caring and
sharing adult leaders will help us to meet the needs
of this growing group, which has 12-15 kids
attending each week. With these new leaders, we’'ll
be able to have 2 groups, each with a youth helper.

Are you an organizer? Do you help with the Friday
folders at your child’s school? Do you like to keep
papers in order? Then please come and help us
organize all of our children’s ministry paper
resources! We have pictures, posters, class
handouts and more that need your attention.
Whether you have one hour or several, you are
welcomel!

Please contact Linda Smith-Gregory, Sunday school
superintendent, at the church office, 281-332-1251,
or e-mail lindasg@websterpresby.org.

Olde Fashioned Family Christmas Celebration = — Wed., Dec. 5, 6:30-7:30 p.m., following Wednesday Night
Dinner in Bouton Hall. Please call to let us know you’ll be coming, 281-332-1251. If interested in helping, please
call Linda Smith-Gregory, 281-332-1261, or e-mail lindasg@websterpresby.org.

Parenting 101 — 2" & 4™ Wednesdays of the month, 6:30-7:30 p.m., Parents Retreat.
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Dinner Club 7 is a small group fellowship
activity. Groups are established for a
nominal period of six months. Both couples
and singles are welcome. The nominal
number 7 was chosen to make that point.
Each group will hopefully meet at least 4
times during the half year giving each family
an opportunity to host a meeting. A typical
meeting would be a dinner with the hosts
providing a main course and others bringing
other designated pieces of the meal or the
group might decide to meet in a restaurant.
Once groups are established, it is entirely up
to each group to decide when, where, how
often and in what format to meet. The small
group setting provides an excellent
opportunity to get better acquainted with
others of your church family.

After a signup period in June six groups were
formed for the July thru Dec. 07 period.

At that time we stated the intention to repeat
this process in December to form groups to
meet in the Jan thru Jun 2008 period. This
announcement initiates that process, which

will be continued:

Notices will appear in the bulletin 2 or 3 times
in December

Signup opportunities will be provided in the
narthex

Current participants will be queried
concerning their intent to continue

Names of participants will be collected in
December and new groups formed by early
January (by Blaine Goeckler).

Couples or individuals interested in being in a
group should do one of the following:

Call or email Blaine Goeckler
Call or e-mail Daphne in the church office
Sign up on a signup sheet in the narthex

If current groups have not met as often as they
intended or desired, there is, of course, nothing
to prevent them from continuing in parallel

with the new groups .

What is thought to be a first in
WPC history took place on No-
vember 11, "Houston Freedom
Fest,"

in downtown Houston . Ac-
cording to Helen DeLeon, as-
sociate pastor, WPC was a
part of the military mission part
of the acttvities at City Hall.

The event, called "Houston
Freedom Fest," was an excit-
ing new initiative to honor the

troops and maximize aware-
ness of the urgent and spiritual
needs of Houston's military
community. Numerous local
churches are involved in what
is planned to be a long-range
program of assistance to the
troops, especially those return-
ing from Iraq with injuries.

Phyllis Koenig and Julie Mead
collaborated in the design of
the booth, with Joan McMillan

creating the banner art and
constructing it. Major art ele-
ment was a banner bearing the
church logo and yellow ribbon
with the slogan "Webster Patri-
ots a Mission of Webster Pres-
byterian Church."

Manning the booth for the day-
long event were: Judy Alton,
Helen DeLeon, Phyllis Koenig,
Andy Posluszny and Jim and
Carol Young.




