WPC is a

Connectional Church
By Dr. Mark Cooper

We are a connectional church.
That means we do not stand
alone. We are “connected” to
other churches. Occasionally our
connectionism means that we
have the opportunity to help one
of our sister congregations in
need The Heritage

Presbyterian Church on the

west side of Houston has gone
through a time of great stress.
While our presbytery as an
organizational unit does not have
the financial resources to do what
it would like to be able to do to

assist churches in need,
See HERITAGE page 13
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WPC Space Cross Returns Home

By Clay Anderson

A year ago at this time | was floating some

215 miles above the Earth, marveling at the

beauty of our planet, created at the merciful

hand of our God. | often daydream about my

time in space and the hours that | spent

admiring the views below. As the Earth

roared by at 5 miles every second, the

stunning colors and contrasts of lands that are

truly void of boundaries and markings gave me paoiseflect on how
wonderfully blessed my family and | have been inlde’s journey. That
is why it is with apologies that | am penning theswsletter note; as | owe
you, my Webster Presbyterian Church Family, a largeheartfelt “Thank
You” for all of the prayers, love and support tigati have provided to my
family and me, throughout this magnificent timeounr lives.

Sunday, July 20 of the year 2008, once again reptes huge milestone
in the life of our church as we continue the ced¢éibn of lunar
communion. See SPACE CROSS - page 10

One-of-a-kind Church Celebration

This is all about history, dates, and anniversaries

President Eisenhower kicked off the “space raceh wie establishment of
the National Aeronautics and Space Administratiof©958. This year
NASA celebrates its 8bbirthday.

Just a few years later, President Kennedy chaltehgfeSA and the nation
to send a man to the moon before 1970. On Jul{ 289, meeting
Kennedy's challenge, two members of the Apollorelvdoecame the first
men to walk on the moon. Next year, 2009, marksitHeanniversary of
the first manned lunar landing.

And there’s more. A church sits in the hot Houstan just down the road
from NASA'’s Johnson Space Center that's been aréamntil5 years. For
more than four decades, the life of Webster Presiayt Church has been
intertwined with the work of NASA and JSC. Johre@i, the first American
to orbit the earth, joined the church when he mawdtie area. Since then,
uncounted astronauts, engineers, and techniciaahede been engaged in
America’s space program have passed through thes @dthis church

See CELEBRATION - page 10



WebPress Changes!
Hopefully, you've noticed some
changes we’ve made to the
WebPress There’s more color
pictures, more articles about the
activities and people of WPC,
and news on Presbytery wide
activities. We want to keep
everyone up-to-date on what's
going on here at WPC, not only
to keep you informed, but also so
you can spread the good news of
what we’re doing. Invite your
friends, neighbors and co-
workers to be a part of WPC.

WebPress i¥ OURnewsletter,
and it takes work! We have a
strong team of people who help
write articles, do the layout and
produce the newsletter. We have
many dedicated volunteers such
as Ken and Ginny Jones, Edna
Arnold, Jeannette Booher, and
Dennis and Anne Waehner who
get the newsletter ready for
distribution!

What about you? Do you have
an idea for an article, or a picture
from a recent church or
presbytery activity you
participated in that you'd like to
submit? Maybe you'd like to

join in one afternoon and help
label the newsletter?

WebPress

Monthly publication of
Webster Presbyterian
Church

Daphne Riemer, Newsletter Editor

Send articles and inquiries to

daphne@websterpresby.org

or call the church office at
281.332.1251

Markings!
By Dr. Mark Cooper

Webster Presbyterian Church is a “connectional’rchuThat means that
unlike “independent” churches we are connectedherachurches that
have similar histories, theologies, and practitesddition to our local
church life we are connected to other churcheautiirahe Presbytery of
the New Covenant, the Synod of the Sun, and thenatlife of the
Presbyterian Church (USA). As with everything etbere are assets and
liabilities to our connectional system. We think @ssets outweigh the
liabilities.

For over two hundred years the national gatherfrigresbyterians, called
the General Assembly, was held annually, althowagly vecently the
meeting times were changed to biennial rather #maual. It met just a
few weeks ago in San Jose, California, and will tnagain in 2010 in
Minneapolis.

The General Assembly is an essential part of whatans to be
Presbyterian. Even so, many Presbyterians perteav&eneral Assembly
to be out of touch with the life of the rest of tteurch. To some it seems
that all that happens when General Assembly meélst controversial
statements are issued and votes taken that gezagbr large segments of
our denomination’s membership. To some it seentsSGkraeral Assembly
has become one of our liabilities rather than dnauo strengths.

This year’s GA fit the traditional pattern of statents, votes, and anger.
As with most General Assemblies of the last gemanair so, this year’s
controversy had to do with the ordination of homuse people to serve as
deacons, elders, and ministers. The GA voted t@verall obstacles to
such ordination. It is not a “done deal.” As an admaent to our national
Constitution must be ratified by the states, thi@psed change to our
Presbyterian constitution must be ratified by thespyteries before it is
enacted. The presbyteries have declined to ratigi proposals several
times in recent years.

Many people are greatly disturbed by the actiothefrecent General
Assembly. There will be many individuals and comgitens who will
decide that they no longer wish to be part of @llofvship as a result of
this action and will leave us. | find that very séide have heard it said
many times that “all politics is local.” It is evéruer that “all religion is
local.” While we are connected to larger churchibsdour lives of faith
are lived out within our local congregation, Web$eesbyterian Church.
This is where we worship, work, and give. Heretheepeople we love,
the ones we will embrace when they are overtakethdgtorms of life,
the ones who will embrace us when we are overtakiea proclamations
and votes of any General Assembly or presbyteriyngwer affect that.
Whatever General Assembly and presbyteries saayiARKINGS - page 3
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MARKINGS - continued from page 2

or may not decides, we will
continue to believe and act as we
believe we are led by the Spirit of
God and guided by the
Scriptures. We will continue to
nominate, elect, and ordain those
whom we feel God has called
within our midst. And, we will
continue to be about doing God’s
work.

We have received the grace of
God. It has come to us, as it has
come to millions and millions of
others over several centuries all
over the world, through the
Presbyterian Church. With that
asset in mind, the liabilities don't
really amount to very much.

Thank God for the Presbyterian
Church.

Warmly,

WPC will host the Gulf Coast
Regional Blood Center Donation
Van onSeptember 7, 2008rom

8:00 till Noon. Young people over
the age of 16 are invited to
participate, if eligible. Blood
donations are greatly needed, so sigH
up for a time to give. Donating
Blood DOES save lives. WPC
members have been faithful in their
support of this mission. Please
continue to make this commitment
to life. There will be signup sheets
in the Narthex by mid August.

Pastor Helen’s 5-Year Anniversary
Celebration

By Jennifer Carr

Pastor Helen enjoys opening her laptop with two of her grandchildren

Sunday, July 13, was the day we celebrated Pastients 5 year
anniversary of being ordained and being a part BIOV She has been with
us through thick and thin (and all the extremebath). We so appreciate
her work and the love she brings into everything dbes.

The party started with music; perfectly DJ'd by Rasoney..and he
even managed to bring a good variety of countryichualthough Helen
laments the fact that there was no dancing; maghletime there will be
some boot scootin’ going on! Tina Looney took pies of the event for
us — thanks so much for your time. See Pastor Helen — page 13

Fun was had by all!



YOUNG AT HEART

By Sandra McAfee

Beat the heat. Save gas. Join the
Young at Heart for fun, games,
and lunch in Bouton Hall, Friday,
August 8. We’'ll meet at 10:00

a.m. for coffee, and then the fun
begins. We’'ll play Bunco,
Rummicub, Dominoes, Chinese
Checkers. No skills are needed.
We'll just have fun.

The Young at Heart Committee
will supply dessert and drinks.
Please contribute $2 to cover cost
of sandwich materials. We
would like to have reservations
so we’'ll know how much food to
provide. Call Sandra McAfee at
281-333-5536 or
samcafee@verizon.net

We only have one group of
tickets for an Astros game this
summer. We have 16 tickets for
the Tuesday, September 9 game
at 7:05 p.m. The tickets are
$8.00. First to call and get your
payment in gets the tickets.
Sandra McAfee 281-333-5536.

Also, save Thursday, September
18. We're trying to set up a trip
to the new Co-Cathedral, but they
aren’t taking reservations for
groups until July 28. We’'ll let

you know as soon as we know of

definite plans for this date.

My Heart is Full

By Pastor Helen P. DeLeon

Receiving a call to serve as Associate Pastor &iste Presbyterian Church
was a very gratifying moment in my life. After gig up my job, leaving my
family, my home, my friends, and my community atlido move off to
Chicago to work 24/7 for four years to earn two tees degrees was a huge
challenge and adventure. To return home as a exalgitd woman without
job or home was, well, shall we say, more challegbi

When Webster Presbyterian Church chose to calbrserve as God's ears,
eyes, and heart for itself and its community meaetything to me.

We have faced our share of challenges togethertbegrast five years. |
won't try to reiterate them here, as most of yoovkabout them, and we don't
need to relive the past. Let's just say that tfieseyears have flown by at an
amazing speed. And | have been grateful every mbofeevery day that |
have had the privilege to be with you.

But, it is not only | who have served you. Youw thembers of Webster
Presbyterian Church, have served me, as well. héwe loved me,
challenged me, nurtured me, argued with me, laughttdme, and prayed
with me. You have become family to me. My granilditbn think of you as
"theirs."

The fiesta you threw to celebrate my five yearsrdfained ministry and of
service with you was deeply gratifying. | wonit to describe what it meant
to me, for the English language simply does novigethe vocabulary for
such a description. My heart is full of appreaatiof love, of gratitude for
each and every one of you.

Let me say a sincere, heartfelt word of thank$iéoRellowship Team: you
threw a party | will always remember. The room Wweautiful, the music was
perfect, the food was scrumptious, and the prograsiheartrending. Thanks
to everyone who participated in putting the evegether, who planned the
program, who provided the music, who spoke, whaebdleautiful cakes,
who brought food and spectacular desserts, who ;camdethanks to the
many, many who could not be there but who thougleitl or email me with

a kind message. What a wonderful day for all of lusope you all felt the
strong sense of community that was present amotigasghout the
afternoon.

The party itself was more than | hoped for to celebthese five years; the
gifts were "over the top" in generosity and thodginiess. (You may like
knowing that | am writing this note from my wonddrfaptop as | sit
comfortably in my living room watching my granddarién play!--yippee!!!).
The Garmin/GPS thingy will keep this directionatliyallenged pastor on the
right road.

To you one and allMY HEART IS FULL OF GRATITUDE AND LOVE
FOR YOU!
Lovéelen



Save this Date
October 4 ~ Focus 2008

The annual Presbytery
Leadership Event will be hosted
at Northwoods Presbyterian
Church, 3320 FM 1960, in
Houston. Nationally known
preacher and author, Dr. Tom
Long, will be our keynote
speaker and will address themes
raised in his book Testimony:
Talking Ourselves into Being
Christian. Long, Bandy
Professor of Preaching at
Chandler Seminary, teaches how
to bring faith to speech in the
everyday occurrences of life —
especially when we are not in
church. In his words, “Unless
you say it, you don't really
believe it.”

Dr. Long will be joined by a
distinguished faculty of
workshop leaders, including Jack
Haberer, editor of Presbyterian
Outlook and Joan Gray, past
moderator of the PC(USA). In
addition, two of WPC’s own—
Rev. Caressa Murray and Elder
Mary Lawrence, will lead
classes. Workshops are on topicg
that will nurture your spirit,
enliven your faith, and motivate
you to recommit to ministry.

Brochures with full details will
be available in late summer.
Additional information can be

found at focushouston.org.

SESSION RECOGNIZES
ROUND TABLE ORGANIZERS

At its June stated meeting, the Session acknowtetlgegroups and
individuals who helped make the Sunday morning SemRound
Tables’ sessions the success they were in Junveaslhoted in the
meeting minutes that participation in our Sundaynimyg Adult
Education program is measurably "up" this sumniext, nany of those
participating are not "regulars,” and that thera general "buzz"
around the church about the prografime Session commended Jane
Markley, the Board of Deacons, the Early Bird Brealfast Bunch
and our pastors for their contributions.

It wasJanewho initially suggested the concept of the Rouadl&s to
spark a change of pace, increase interest in Athuistian Education,
and give our regular teachers the summer off.

Our Deaconsfacilitated the weekly discussions, introducing
participants to the fellowship of a covenant-styleup. In addition,
they had sent letters explaining and inviting tlz@ine members,
followed up with telephone call reminders, and lglausnacks and
sweets to the initial session.

TheEarly Bird Breakfast Bunch provided a full breakfast to all the
folks who turned out for second Round Table Sundayd a “hats off”
is offered to the leaders of the Bunch for providbreakfast tacos and
muffins throughout the rest of June.

Our pastors prepared the weekly discussion materials for the
discussions. The written questions posed by tetops based on each
Sunday's scripture text, enabled all a better wgtdeding of the day's
sermon.

Kudos to these folks for their extraordinary cdmitions to the life of
WPC!

NOTE: You will find all deacons and deacon zones on pad®




From the Treasurer
By Pat Koester

We have a new safe in the church
office, located in the ‘member-
area,’ in the cabinet to the right

of the ‘member-computer.’” This
safe does not require a
combination to make deposits, as
it has an external slot. Single
checks may be put through the
slot without an envelope, but
make sure to include the purpose
on the memo line. However,
cash and multiple checks need to
be put into an envelope. On the
outside of envelope, add your
name, telephone number, and the
purpose for which funds are
given. Make sure that the
envelope drops into the safe.
Please don't leave cash or checks
in the office mailboxes. Thanks
for helping us take care of
donations.

NOTE: Morning break will
begin their fall study on
Wednesday, August 20. They
will be studying the book,
"Messy Spirituality.” Morning
Break will continue to meet in
the Library on Wednesday
mornings - 9:30 for fellowship
and 10:00-11:00 for study.
Please contact Liz Loynes for
more information:
canam78@yahoo.coor
281-334-4087.

Stewardship and Finance Committee

By Michael Stearn

Have you noticed?

The Reverend Caressa Murray, our new associaterpaisb
leads Christian Education for WPC children, youtl éamilies
The 8:30 Worship format with POWER POINT

Our expanded music program in Worship Service

New audio visual equipment in the Sanctuary

Six(!) newly commissioned Stephen Ministers

Our ongoing efforts to assist local people in need

($5500 year to date)

WPC needs your continuing efforts and financialpgupto go forth with
God’s Message through Christ Jesus.

Contributions (year to date) = $ 313,000
Expenses (year to date) = $ 361,000

In addition, we still owe $33,000 for the new NA®Arkway Property.

If you are able, please reconsider your level of gng.

The Energy Dog is on the Prowl!

By Dan Hunter

Cost for everything is rising. Especially our etegsty costs. Please keep
the thermostats adjusted properly, and make satdtby are set to the
non-occupied setting before the last person letheebuilding.

$7,000
$6,000
$5,000
$4,000
$3,000
$2,000
$1,000

$0

O April
B May
OJune

April - $3547

May -$4221

June - $6029

Our new contract with the power company takes effeduly and will
cause our bill to increase by as much as 50%.
Please be power conscious, and help where ever yean!



Edna Say Thanks!

| want to publicly thank and
express my appreciation to my
many friends in WPC and
elsewhere for the prayer support,
cards, and other expressions of
love | received during my sister’s
illness and death recently. Words
can’t express adequately my
appreciation for your love and
caring.

Secondly, a big thank you to all
who made my 90 birthday
celebration the success it was. To
name a few, especially my
daughter, LeeAnn Morris, who
organized it and saw it through;
my son-in-law, Dick Morris, who
took time away from his work with
the Mars Rovers to be home for
the occasion; my grandson
Timothy, and granddaughter
Lindsey, and great grandson Eli
for the card and telephone call; the
WPC Staff and Fellowship
Committee members who worked
with LeeAnn; the WPC Youth and
Adult sponsors who took time out
on their mission trip to Colorado to
call and sing happy birthday to me.
Sorry guys — | wasn’t home to talk
to you but | listened to the tape a
number of times; the autographed
picture of a live astronaut who has
spent time a the International
Space Station, thanks to Clay and
his family; and all who attended,
including those who may have
wanted to be there, but couldn't...l
give my thanks!

All your hugs and out-pouring of
love and caring have given me a
big boost to my continuing journey
of faith for whatever years | have
left. God bless you all,

A Life of Service

By LeeAnn Morris (Edna Arnold’s daughter)

Webster Presbyterian Church has been Edna Arndidiech home since
she moved from Santa Barbara, California in 2000 alclose relationship
with the church spans all of her 90 years. She naloees that her youth
group at the Methodist church in Eskridge, Kansalected food for a
Topeka hospital at the annual Harvest Festival.&lgeher sister Ruby
won a prize for the best booth theme, “Pot of Gailthe End of the
Rainbow.” Edna was baptized in that church, whidhtsas a Cradle Roll
from 1921 that lists her name.

In 1939 Edna and Ruby left Kansas and made theintav&resno,
California, where they joined First Presbyteriaru@i. The pastor’s wife
introduced them to the young adult group calledkt¥Os, for “Keep
On Keepin’ On.” World War Il, civil service jobs &esno’s Hammer
Field Air Depot and the Sacramento Air Service Candh marriage and
motherhood eventually landed Edna in Santa Barlbanafifty five years
this would be her home.

In Santa Barbara, the First Christian Church ([pies of Christ) was the
center of Edna and husband Ken'’s spiritual andattigces. He was
treasurer and sang in the choir; she was a deaxanesmember of the
Women'’s Missionary Circle. Together they were fangdnembers of the
Keystone Class, a young, married adult group irctviiney found their
best friends. Their monthly parties featured somagycantics — the men
styled newspaper dresses for the women, couplepetechto create hats
out of anything they could find, and they playebléafootball with blown
eggshells.

A move to a new house took the family to La Mesagtegational Church
next. Edna worked in the office, typed the Sundaliekin, arranged
chancel flowers and as she always had, pitchecharaver she was
needed. Inthe 1960s Edna also worked for a tev@harch secretary at
Montecito Presbyterian Church. See EDNA — page 12

All had a great time celebrating with Edna



Brief Bio of
Rev. Tim Phillips

Tim has been in the Presbytery of
New Covenant since 1992. He
worked for six years as associate
pastor at St. Andrew’s in
Houston and then eight years in
Hispanic ministry with Adelante!
under the New Church
Development Committee. In
2007 Tim began a new ministry
under the Evangelism and
Renewal Committee called The
Multicultural Café. The purpose
of this ministry is to help God’s
people "get" multicultural and
move toward multicultural
church. According to Tim,
multicultural church is the future,
especially in the greater Houston
area with its more than 325
ethnic-linguistic groups. And the
future is now!

Tim can be reached at

timphil@swbell.netor (cell)
713-540-7272, or (office) 713-667-4477

Adult Christian Education Classes

By Al Manson

Fall Session, 2008

Rally Day is September! 7Join us during the Sunday school hour to meet
our leaders for the fall session and receive aodhiction to the fall
curriculum.

Six different adult Sunday school classes will bespnted during the fall
session. Three classes will be offered durinditeefall term (five weeks
starting on September 21) and three other clas#idsevwoffered during the
second term (five weeks starting October 26). séen in the previous
article, Rev. Tim Phillips, Presbytery of the Newwenant, will be
presenting a class on multicultural issues. Biesfcriptions of the other
classes are listed below.

As an added bonusRev. Cooper will lead a one-session class on
September 14. Come hear...

First Fall term - September 21 through October 19

Human Suffering, Led by Ed Tobia

The Bible provides answers. Surprisingly, thougle, Bible does not have
just one answer but many answers that often caotrade another.
Consider these explanations for human sufferin@utjering is a
punishment for sin, 2) Suffering is a test, or 8)f&ing is the nature of
things, so just accept it. This class is baseBam Ehrman’s latest book,
God's Problem: How the Bible Fails to Answer Ourdtlmportant
Question--Why We Suffdn this book, Ehrman discusses his personal
anguish upon discovering the Bible's contradicexglanations for
suffering and struggles with the reason for so maiwdfering in the world

Multicultural Issues, led by Rev. Tim Phillips

WPC will enjoy an exciting new Adult education daturing the up-
coming fall session. Starting on September 21,camtinuing for five
weeks, we will learn about the multicultural churdh this class we will
explore the Biblical mandate for multicultural cblarand the general
nature of culture and cultures bumping into eatieiotWe will begin to
think about what multicultural church might lookdiin a place like
Webster. In preparation read Ephesians a cougimes, and if you want
to go deeper let me suggest United By FhitflDeYoung, Emerson,
Yancey and Kim (Oxford University Press, 2003).

This (probably) isn’t your grandmother’s church.

This class will be led by Rev. Tim Phillips of ThNaltiCultural Café
(multicultural ministry in the Presbytery of New @mant). Please read a
brief version of Rev. Phillips biography, left cala. see ADULT ED - page 9



ADULT MISSION TRIP
TO NOLA

By James Kinzler

The WPC Mission Committee
announces its third annual trip to
New Orleans, Louisiana, to help
with the ongoing Hurricane
Katrina disaster relief effort
there. Volunteers will spend five
daysREBUILDING homes in

the same areas of town where we
previouslyGUTTED homes
damaged by hurricane
floodwaters. Hosted again by the
John Calvin Presbyterian Church
in nearby Metairie, our work will
be coordinated by the Presbytery
of South Louisiana, Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance, and Project
Homecoming. Leaving Sunday,
September 28, and returning
Friday, October 3, the trip can
accommodate 15 to 20 adults,
aged 21 and older, at a tentative
cost of $150 per participant.
Contact James Kinzler
(kinz5@earthlink.ngtif this
mission opportunity appeals to
you.

WPC'’s work-crew!

ADULT ED - continued from page 8

The God of Hope and the End of the Worléd by Rev. Mark Cooper

If modern science understands the universe coyremil long-term
prospects are not particularly good. The sun withbout, or the universe
will begin to collapse in a reversal of the Big Baonr something. This
raises important questions for people of faithhé universe is going to
end in collapse or decay, can it really be a didrgation? Is there a
credible hope of a destiny beyond death? An adadisaduring the Sunday
School hour this fall, taught by Dr. Cooper, witagnine these issues. It
will involve a study of the bookThe God of Hope and the End of the
World by John Polkinghorne, an Anglican priest and ptigsivho also
served as president of Queens’ College, CambridgeRolkinghorne is
also the recipient of the 2002 Templeton PrizeFargress toward
Research or Discoveries about Spiritual Realifiéss prize is the largest
single annual financial prize award given to anvitlial for intellectual
merit, larger than the Nobel Prize.

The class will commence at 9:45 on September 2wélhdonclude on
December 7. The text for this class costs $15.#ade place your order
with the church office as soon as possible.

Second Fall Term - October 23 through November 23
Mental Health Issues Led by Earline Willcott

A series of five class sessions on mental healtiditions to expand
knowledge of more common diagnoses and to learrs whieing with
people facing mental health issues: loss and griefyd disorders;
personality disorders; post traumatic stress depm@dkEmentia.

Resources Earline will be using include, but arelindted to: Diagnostic
& Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders IV TR; $teen Minister
Leadership materials; writings of Howard Clinebeal, ordained Methodist
minister and therapist.

Getting From Sunday to Monday,Led by Mary Lawrence

How do we bridge the gap between belief and expeeigbetween what
we say, and what we do? At some point, we all becaware of this gap
between our beliefs about what we profess to ke (wur Sunday life) and
our experience (our Monday life) and wrestle witlestions about how to
live authentically. In "Getting From Sunday to Mayd' we will discuss
how we move from belief to experience and from iinfation to
transformation. We will also take a look at whatkeschange difficult for
us and what we can do to help open ourselves tés@oddance.

The God of Hope and the End of the Worlcbntinues,Led by
Dr. Mark Cooper




SPACE CROSS - continued from

page 1

How appropriate it is that we
maintain this beautiful tradition
even now, as NASA begins in
earnest, preparations to return
humans to that desolate rock that
serves as a luminescent sentry fol
our home.

| am very proud on this day to be
able to return to all of you, an
emblem of the faith, love and
history that surrounds this place.
The cross, lovingly handcrafted
by Terry Jones, under the
guidance of Al Manson and John
Grady, is to be presented to you,
the Members of Webster
Presbyterian Church having
flown in outer space for nearly
152 days and over 64 million
miles! Carried aloft by the Space
Shuttle Atlantis which launched
at 7:38 p.m. EDT on June 8,
2007, it remained with me
onboard the International Space
Station until coming back to
Earth with the Space Shuttle
Discovery, landing at Runway 15
at the Kennedy Space Center on
November 7, 2007 at 1:01 p.m.
EST.

It is my sincere hope that this
cross will forever serve as a
constant reminder of what we as
a people may do, under the
guiding hand of our magnificent
and benevolent God. Thank you
for your faith.

Sincerely,

Clay, Susan, Cole and Sutton
Anderson

CELEBRATION — continued from page 1
The relationship remains strong even today withyr@mnections
existing between this Presbyterian congregationthadpace industry.

There’s a third anniversary that ties these stadgsther. It is the story
about another, yet less publicized, event that fake on the moon’s
surface in 1969 and continues to be rememberedyeaatby people at
NASA and at Webster Presbyterian Church. On Suniidy 20, it was
exactly 39 years since one of those astronaut bHaeclers made history.
Buzz Aldrin, who will be known forever as the sedanan to walk on the
moon, took a few minutes after the momentous Apblleanoon landing
and asked the world to think about the significapicehat was then
taking place on another celestial body.

Shortly after landing, before preparations begatrilfe first moon walk,
Aldrin broadcast over the radio uplink to the emtivorld, “This is the LM
pilot. I'd like to take this opportunity to ask eygerson listening in,
whoever and wherever they may be, to pause forraenband
contemplate the events of the past few hours agd/eothanks in his or
her own way.” He then proceeded to celebrate thre’s Supper,
communion, as an extension of the church cong@gat remained a
quiet event for a while because, at the time, NA®S fighting a lawsuit
brought by a nationally-known atheist that demantkedstronauts refrain
from religious activities while in space. Nonetlsslgit has not been
forgotten.

Communion on the moon was a simple act, just laastbeen on the earth
for more than 2000 years. It's an act reminding aokind how God is
revealed in the common elements of everyday liée.twwo millennia,
bread and wine have served as the symbols of twaeon elements.
And, although hurtling through space and walkingl@amoon are events
far from common, the moment of contemplation thaswet aside on the
moon's surface 39 years ago allowed the inhabit#ritss planet to put
the events of that day into the context of all tcga Communion still
allows that opportunity for the congregants in ataey-old church near
NASA.

Sunday, July 20, 2008, marked thd"2@lebration of what is now termed
“lunar communion.” It was not a celebration of NS heritage. Nor
was it “astronaut worship,” as some detractors tetdim. It wasn'’t even
a time to fondly recall the occasion of man’s firshture to another
heavenly body. Instead, it was an opportunity feogle who are familiar
with these stories to join with others and quigtbynder the wonders of the
earth, the moon, the stars and our place among tltewas a time to do
no less than humbly contemplate the handiwork af.Go

- 10



On the horizon are many exciting

happenings for WPC orchestrated
through the mission committee so
mark your calendars.

WPC youth, in conjunction with
the Mission Committee, are
currently collecting for PDA —
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.
In your bulletin you will find an
insert that lists items that are
urgently needed by flood victims
in the Midwest. If spending time
at Lowe’s is not your cup of tea,
a check for $50 will cover the
cost of buying and filling the
bucket with cleaning supplies.
Or you might want to designate
your gift for shipping costs.

To find out more information
about how the Presbyterian
Church, USA is supporting
disaster relief throughout the
world, check the following
website:
http://lwww.pcusa.org/pda/

August 17 — Vicki Smithvisit -
following 11:00 worship, a
luncheon will be held in
Fellowship Hall under the
guidance of our wonderful
Fellowship team. Vicki, our
missionary to Jamaica, will give
us an update on the activities at
her schoolsee MISSION — page 12

Table Top Brigade

Saturday, August 2, 10-12am

If you are committed to decorating/hosting a
table for the October 35uncheon | am asking
you to meet this one time prior to the event. We
will have coffee, orange juice, fruit, kolaches
and whatever anyone else wants to bring if you
feel so inclined!

I will have some simple written information for
you and there will be pictures so you can see wtiadr people have done
in the past for similar events. Plus what to expéten you arrive on
Friday to set up your tables and what all will lmeng) on during the event.
We want our hostesses to be ready!

We will take ordergor personalized tickets for you to purchase ansetb
— hopefully to your neighbors and people outsiaediurch. If you wish
to take all of the tickets for your table we widlkafor a deposit (checks
will not be cashed) of $120.00 and when you turthexmoney or unsold
tickets we will return the check (if you wish —ash it in lieu of the
money). Bottom line: bring your checkbook. Genadihnission tickets
will go on sale by the middle of September.

There are two very important items here:

1) If you_cannot make this meetirogit still want reservations for a
table topno matter what you may have said to me at church in
person- | need you to put it in writing e-mail or a written note
left for me in the office.

2) If you do not attendie meeting, and | do not have a written note
stating that you cannot attend the meeting, blivaint a table,
you may not get a table The ladies attending the meeting will be
given tables (those that signed up in June etc}lzosk that
previously signed up and sent in written inabitdyattend notices
will receive tables. | don’t know how to make thisy more fair or
clear. Please feel free to contact me if you
need more information.

We will meet in the Fellowship Hall entry way and
proceed from there. You will be shown all of the

“fellowship” secret storage and all of the goodies ﬁ',, e
take out of them for the events we organize. lhop ‘ﬁ'ﬁ

to see you all there! ‘fﬁﬁ‘g/

Joan McMillan,
Event Chairwoman



MISSION - continued from page 11
Late August — Bread for the
World — In late August inserts
will appear in Sunday bulletins
explaining this program that is
supported by WPC.

September 21 — Heritage
special offering— Our session
has authorized a special gift to
Heritage Presbyterian Church as
a majority of its members split
from the existing church to join a
more evangelical denomination.
The remaining 80 members are
struggling to rebuild their
membership and ministry.
Recalling the storm of 1900 in
which Webster was devastated
and rebuilt with the help of other
churches, Webster realizes an
opportunity to respond in kind.

Areas in which other churches
have responded to Heritage’s
immediate needs are:
area pastors are offering
their services gratis
WPC loaned them our
Vacation School materials

Since WPC is a great distance
from Heritage Presbyterian, the
most plausible means of support
we can give the church is
financial.

EDNA — continued from page 7
Eventually, Edna and Ken transferred to First Rrestan Church in
Santa Barbara. For more than 30 years Edna sarvedny ways. She
says that after Ken died in
1979, the pastors put her
to work to fill the void in
her life.

Edna served terms as
deacon and elder,
represented the church
and Presbyterian Women
at Presbytery meetings,
faithfully attended the
Tuesday Bible class and
meetings of her Circle of
Eight (similar to WPC’s
Dinner Club Seven groups), helped with Christmasrivational
House and filled in as substitute receptionist. &he active on the
executive boards of Church Women United and Presiayt Women
in the Presbytery. She was a member of the Pe&aegn@ommittee
for PW and was even convinced to serve as Sewirgi@hn despite
her objections that she doesn’t sew! For 12 ydaessorked on the
church Mission Committee, half of that time as sy, and for 15
years she served meals to homeless Santa Barbati@esnmunity
Kitchen and Transition House.

Edna with her daughter and son -in-law,
LeeAnn and Dick Morris

From 1979-2000, Edna was a member of the Discigl@eler of
Christ and participated in many retreats and cemiegs. In 1995, an
anonymous group of friends honored Edna by serfugngn a tour of
the Holy Land led by the pastor and his wife.

In the fall of 2000, Edna moved to Kemah to be rearonly child,
LeeAnn, and her husband Dick. It didn’t take longEdna to find her

new church home at WPC, and at age 90, she hdswéd down. She is
serving her second three-year term as deacormengber of the Mission
Committee, Christmas International House Comméiee the Tuesday
Bible class. She belongs to a Covenant Group dadds meetings of the
Presbytery of the New Covenant.

We ask that you pray for
Heritage Presbyterian Church
and prayerfully consider your
response to this urgent need by
fellow Presbyterians.
September 21— in conjunction
with the Adult Education
committeea new classwill be
formed. For five weeks a class
on multi-culturalism will be led
by Tim Phillips

See MISSION - page 14

Why...? Edna says “My church family has always been venyartant to
me. These wonderful people support me in my faithiney and give me
opportunities to serve God.”




Christmas in June!
By Mary Lawrence

“O, come let us adore Him,
O, come let us adore Him,
O, come let us adore Him,

Christ, the Lord!”

No, this isn’'t what you are
thinking. This is not an article to
generate advance publicity for the
Advent Planning Team (but that
one is coming, so be on the
lookout for it!) Instead, it is about
what can happen when you go out
for a walk and forget that the song
selection on your iPod has been se
to “shuffle,” and you find yourself
singing a Christmas carol, even

though the calendar says it is June.

My first reaction was to advance to
the next song. After all, it was
June and the song was “O Come,
All Ye Faithful”--a combination
might wreak havoc with the
premise of doing things decently
and in good order. Besides, there
were people all around me and |
don’t think they were expecting to
hear the chorus to “O Come, All
Ye Faithful” at that moment. But |
went ahead and starting singing it
anyway and | have to admit there
is something oddly enjoyable
about singing a song out of season
After all, just because the hymnal
says Hymn #41 is a Christmas
song doesn’t mean that is the only
time of the year you can sing it.

So there | was, walking around
Lake Estes on the last day of June,
surrounded by snow-capped
mountains, people in nearby
streams trying their luck at fly-
fishing to say nothing of the ducks

See SUMMER CHRISTMAS - page 17

PASTOR HELEN - continued from page 3

The entrée was King Ranch chicken made by Joan NaMiennifer
Carr, Carol Young & Carole Kloves. Side dishesaads and desserts
were brought by members. Jill Massie baked andrdéed a beautiful
cake for Helen. Thanks for the cake Jill! A shadgram followed the
meal. Pastor Mark gave the opening prayer andebkamne kicked it off
with some words of wisdom, followed by funny-woifdsm Phyllis
Koenig, Shallon Barboza, Andy Posluszny and JenQiéer. Diane
presented Helen with a brand new Dell laptop oralieti the
congregation and Jennifer presented her with a @P&half of Session.
No more getting lost now!

Helen’s daughter, Autumn, son-in-law, Jeff, andhgihildren, Jamie and
Jordan were able to attend and made the evenmilnat more special for
Helen. Thanks to all who lent a hand in the sgttip and cleaning up in

both Bouton Hall and the Fellowship Hall.

HERITAGE - continued from page 1

The relationship remains strong even today withyr@mnections
existing between the church and the space agemtiyjduals and local
churches in our presbytery have stepped up toteljage survive and
get past this difficult time. So far, it seems toworking. The reports are
that Heritage is looking stronger than anyone etqukat this point

WPC has already reached out in assistance to igeritéle passed along
our VBS materials so they would be able to havdd& Without incurring
that expense. We have made our associate pastilsbde should they be
needed for pulpit supply. We want to do more, aedml be providing
you with an opportunity to help them continue taisier effectively for
many years into the future. On September 21 webgilteceiving a special
offering for Heritage Presbyterian Church. We hgpe will prayerfully
consider the extent to which you might be abledip h



MISSION - continued from page 12

September 28- Adult Mission

trip to Metairie, LA departing
9/28 and returning 10/3. The
group going on this trip would be
involved in building, not tearing
down a damaged house as in the
past two trips. Group will be
housed at Metairie Presbyterian
Church with a limit of 21 or
older. We will travel light this
year and eat the local fare.
Notional cost for this Mission
Trip is $150. If you are interested
in this opportunity please contact
James Kinzler for further details.

Early October — our annual
CROP walk at Clear Lake Park

Next Spring — this one is
For Ladies Only. If you had a

hammer, would you hammer in
the morning, would you hammer
in the evening all over this land?
Ok, would you hammer in
Dickinson with other ladies from
the Bay Area? Women building
a house for Habitat in the Bay
Area? It's been done elsewhere
in the U.S., and now Bay Area
Habitat for Humanity wants to
know if there is interest in doing
it here. This would mean exciting
new roles, from public relations
and fund-raising to nail-pounding
and almost every other part of
home construction. And it will
take some strong support to
succeed. Might you be
interested? Please let Ann Taylor
know -- either send an email to
avtaylor@earthlink.neor
call/leave a message at cell#

(281) 639-4393.

WPC Member
In the News!

By Pat Brackett

On Thursday, July 3,

WPC member Jack

Kinzler was the subject

of the local edition of the

Houston Chronicle’s

“Faces in the Crowd.”

The article featured his

design of the flags

placed on the moon by

the Apollo astronauts

and how a simple curtain rod made it look like &saflying in the wind. It
also spoke of Jack as a youngster who loved bugjldirplane models and
growing up to become an active participant in NASAthievements.

Perhaps inventing runs in the genes. Jack’s fatites worked for a
photo-engraving company, had at least three palieatssed to him. Jack
has one in his own name, and four for NASA.

Jack has many awards and memorabilia displaydteihdme he shares
with his wife Sylvia, but the most important is tNASA Distinguished
Service Medal awarded for saving Skylab.

When Skylab was launched it lost a heat shield ngakiuninhabitable for
the astronauts that were to follow. NASA had adeww of just six days to
come up with a solution. There were many propdsailsg made. Jack
carefully studied the mockup and came to the cammtuthat an umbrella-
like device supported by fishing poles could beloggd through a camera
port near the damaged area. When Jack offereddas they said, “You
got it!” And Jack got his medal!

Jack and Sylvia Kinzler came here in 1962 from Lleydrield, Virginia.
Both served as elders as well as their son andigoas. Jack’s
accomplishments here at Webster include buildieg®thde’s Room (now
Quilt Room) out from Bouton Hall, and the desigml &abrication of the
votive candle and Christmas Poinsettia stands.

Tuesday Morning Bible Study is back from a short
summer holiday and meeting Tuesday mornings for
fellowship at 9:30 and continuing study of

C.S. Lewis "Mere Christianity."



Sr. High’s New
Bible Study

By Sarah Faxel

This summer Pastor Caressa has
started a new Sr. High Bible
Study. We meet every Thursday
at the church in the Sr. High
room from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. So
far, we've been studying Psalms,
as many of us Sr. Highs have
always wanted to learn more
about this huge book. We've
talked about a myriad of Psalms
(and their authors - the
psalmists), and about how people
in biblical times and now use and
study the Psalms.

I look forward to Bible Study
every week because of the happy
friendly atmosphere and the in-
depth discussions we have. If
you are a Sr. High and haven't
been to Sr. High Bible Study yet

- come join us!

YOUTH ~

Mark Your Calendars:

- Jr High Midnight Madness
on Friday,August 22— watch
for details

- Sr High Retreat — weekend of
August 8-10(either Friday
thru Saturday ofaturday thru
Sunday) — watch for details

Mo-Ranch and Jr. High Jubilee FAQ’s

By Sarah Cowan

Q: What and where is Mo

Ranch?

A: Mo-Ranch is a Christian

facility of nature and modern

conveniences, like showers and

Coca-Cola machines, that is

host to many different summer

camps, one of which is Jr. High

Jubilee. Itis located around

Hunt, Texas, so it was about a 4-5 hour drive ftbenHouston area.

Q: What is Jr. High Jubilee? When was it?

A: Jr. High Jubilee is a week at Mo where Christiantig@oing into -
9" grade can go to be with other Christian youth,shigr God in a
different way, and just to have fun!!! We stayead 29 (Sunday) —
July 3 (Thursday).

Q: What was the theme, or main focus, for the week?

A: This year, the theme for the week was 'Godspatethwvas based on
MySpace, Facebook, and other online friend netwohksur '‘Godspace'
page represented you and your journey in your &aith your journey with
God. In our Small Groups we actually created '@ads pages' on sheets
of paper. The information on these pages was &irtolthe information

on a MySpace page - name, b-day, about [me/yaahds. We drew or
pasted our own backgrounds, and we had the nathe gbng we wanted
on our page.

Q: Who from our church went this year?

A: This year, only two of our Jr. High youth went -ridal Black and
myself, Sarah Cowan. We had no adult sponsor tmanchurch, so we
were 'adopted’ by Garland First Presbyterian. Welout with them, and
whenever we were supposed to be with our Home Gitbey were who
we were with.

Q: What is Keynote?

A: Keynote was done by John Williams, and was bagieadikit about
Bible stories & characters, like Zaccheus, the GBanharitan, Adam and
Eve (creation, | think, was the topic that nigland others. Since the
theme for that week was '‘Godspace’, after thetbla@tBible character
would show us their '‘Godspace page', which waspteg from the
computer screen onto the big screen. See MO-RANCH - page 16



Sr Hi Mission Trip to
Durango, Colorado

By James Kinzler

The WORK CREW!

From June 15 to June 22, 22 of
our youth and 8 adults trekked to
Durango, Colorado to work

with Habitat for Humanity of
LaPlata County.

The youth and adults built walls
for two duplexes in nearby
Bayfield where we stayed at the
Bayfield Christian Church. The
youth also built 4 donation can
houses to be placed on parking
lots to collect cans for recycling
to help the environment and help
raise funds for Habitat.

We helped out at the Habitat
Resale Shop in Durango with
sorting, cleaning and building of
a new storage and display
facility.

With devotionals each night and
work each day, the youth had a
wonderful opportunity to share
their faith and be strengthened by
those we met. Thanks to WPC
for all the great support year after
year.

MO-RANCH - continued from page 15

Q: What are Small Groups?

A: Your Small Group had people from other churcheg #nd no one
from your church (unless you have a very large chgroup). Small
Group was a time to really connect with the peaphlgour group and
talk about your relationship with God, but in a fuay, like, imagine
your Journey of Faith as a plane, how is the ptimeg, is it taking off,
is it just cruising, has it even taken off yet, @s,| said about mine, “I
think I'm still building my plane, and having trdelfinding certain parts”.
We also ate with our small groups some nights,veadid Games and
Initiatives Monday morning with our small groupsgdaAqua Fest
(games by the river) with them on Tuesday afternoon

Q: What is and how did you do Vespers?

A: Vespers is a quiet time, usually in the eveningiwjr@u can just
pray, and marvel at God's works. We had Vespesdmion the tennis
courts around 10 or 11 every night. Vespers onghris courts is
definitely my favorite way to do Vespers; when yeuying on the
courts you feel the heat the concrete had been absorhéngritire day
(which can be a little painful on a sunburned béck,you don't really
think about that when you're staring up at thesgtand the cool wind
blowing across the courts. You see the billionstafs out there cause,
*heh*, unlike Houston, there is no contradictinghii or light pollution
to stand between you and God's hand.

Q: What were some of
the activities you could
do during free-time?

A: During Free Time you
can basically do whatever
you want: High Ropes,
River, Rapids, hang out in
your dorm/cabin/room,
walk around Mo, talk to
your friends, sleep.

Q: What was your

FAVORITE part of the week?

A: Probably the last Vespers on Wednesday night, caatsenly was
the sky very clear, but | was lying there with ablu of friends that |
loved, and it was the last Vespers so the musicexesptionally good.

Q: Would you go again?
A: Yes, Definitely!

Q: What are some of your hopes for next year?
A: That we have more people come, and they have anashipful,
fulfilling, and fun experience.



SUMMER CHRISTMAS — continued

from page 13— and dogs and joggers
and bicyclists and boaters and
golfers all around me, singing “O
come, let us adore Him, O come, let
us adore Him, O come, let us adore
Him, Christ, the Lord.” As much as
I love singing “O Come, All Ye
Faithful” in church, during
December, accompanied by a pipe
organ, and surrounded by beautiful
stained glass windows, | have to say
| enjoyed this unanticipated and
unexpected joy-filled moment, too.
It was as though | was presented
with a fresh entry into these very
familiar words. “O come, let us
adore Him” took on a new meaning,
one | had not considered before,
giving me another opportunity to
consider what it means, as one of the
faithful ones, to come, see, and
adore our Lord, Jesus Christ.
Looking at all that was around me,
how could | not be filled with
adoration? Admittedly, that was not
too difficult a proposition
considering my surroundings. It
only took raising my head to witness
the majesty of the mountains or the
stillness of the water. | only had to
turn my head to see the smiles on
the faces of a father and his son as
they cast their lines into the lake,
sharing much more than the rock
upon which they were sitting. It was
just a matter of opening my eyes to
see couples holding hands, walking
side by side, some with years of
history behind them and others with
a history yet to be written. But that
is all any of us need to do any day.
Raise our heads. Open our eyes.
Look around. See the wonder of
this life we have been given. See it
in the people around you. You
might be amazed at what you see,
maybe even astonished. Take a
chance and look. Come, you
faithful ones. Come and adore.

“Whata-experience!”

By Pastor Caressa Murray

During the week of July 14-19, eight youth and &dults from our church
journeyed to Tulsa, OK, for Synod of the Sun’s YoWorkshop for the
first time in 6 years. They were joined by 370 tyoand adults from
Texas, Louisiana, Oklahoma and Arkansas for anresqpee they would
never forget! Synod Youth Workshop is a weeklongsByterian
conference for high school students to exploredeepen their faith,
discover their gifts, and build relationships w@lod and one another in a
safe and loving environment.

On Monday, everyone was split
up into small groups with youth
and adults from other churches
and the fun began — playing
games and getting to know one
another. Tuesday morning, the
entire conference invaded the
streets of Tulsa as each small
group worked on service projects
for various social agencies,
churches, and shelters. On
Wednesday and Thursday, small
groups explored the theme of this conference (\ieditever), learned
about their spiritual gifts through Galatians 52&-enjoyed fun and
fellowship as each group went “out on the townd éaughed and was
amazed at the Variety Show. The last day, Fridaglways an emotional
and extraordinary day filled with personal sharireflection and powerful
worship.

Synod Youth Workshop is one of a kind. It is actaary of peace. Itis
an almost magical place where — through a mixtbifaughter, tears,
discussion, hugs, and the powerful presence of-Gadoomful of
strangers become the Body of Christ.

the Difference

SYW 2008 Motto:
We don't get fancy. We stick to what got us here.
We choose the right way over the easiest, fastest or most popular.
We share Christ’s dedication to our neighbors and to the world.
We are God’s people serving all people.

Since this is the kind of life we have chosen, thiée of the Spirit, let us
make sure that we do not just hold it as an idea iour heads or a
sentiment in our hearts, but work out its implications in every detail of
our lives. Galatians 5:25 (The Message)
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We’'re Getting Ready to
Worship!

This

summer in

Sunday

school, our

kids are

learning all

about

worship.

Using the

faith-filled and fun curriculum,
“Get Ready! Get Set! Worship!”
our kids are learning what
worship is all about. They toured
the Sanctuary and learned about
the important things located there
from pew Bibles to the
communion table. They practiced
speaking from the pulpit and
singing from the choir loft, while
remembering baptism at the
baptismal font.

In succeeding weeks, our kids
learned that worship is our
response to God’s love; the order
of worship; the parts played by
the bulletin, hymnal and
sanctuary screens; the Doxology,
Gloria Patri, Psalms 100 and 150;
and the importance of prayer.

We will finish up in August by
studying the sacraments of
baptism and communion taught
in the large group by Pastor
Caressa with our shepherds
leading the small groups.

With their new understanding of
worship, we hope our kids will
begin to stay for the entire
service to share in this holy
experience with their families.

News from Children’s Ministry

By Linda Smith-Gregory

End of Summer...

It's time tocelebrate the end of the

summer, and we plan to say good-bye

with a blast! Kids in Children’s

Ministry and their families are invited

to aSummer Splash Friday, August 8,

6-8 p.m., at the Eagle Lakes

neighborhood pool, hosted by the

Children’s Ministry Team. Wear your

swimsuits and join in the fun and

fellowship with kids, parents, Sunday school shegghand members of
the Children’s Ministry Team. We’ll have a picnigdg dinner, cool
drinks and lots of splash balls and pool noodles.

The Eagle Lakes pool is located at the entrantiegt&agle Lakes
subdivision at the corner of Eagle Lakes Drive BMI518 in
Friendswood. There are no lifeguards at the paohasents should stay
with their children for the party. The pool rangeslepth from 3’ to 5.
There is also a kiddy pool for infants (wearingswvdiapers) and young
children that is about 10” deep.

Please let us know that you’ll be coming by e-mailLinda Smith-
Gregory afindasg@websterpresby.oog calling the church office by
Augustl.

Beginning of a New (School) Year...

Get ready for the new school yealPatrents Night Out,
Wednesday, August 13, 6-9 p.m. at WPC! We'll be g
free childcare so that you can finish last minuteosl
shopping or just enjoy one last quiet dinner witbther adult
before the rush of the new school year. Pleasdtmlthurch
office to make reservations by August 10.

Mark your calendars fdRally Day on Sunday, September 7 ‘fi'- i
at WPC. Help us get our new church year off witraag.
Kids will move to their new Sunday school classed a
meet their Sunday school shepherds for the congag. y
You won’t want to miss it!

Rally Day
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~ Dates To Remember ~
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